he rich history of Hancock County is

visible everywhere — im 115 archileciure,
its traditions, is institutions and its peo-

ple. Ureated in 1828 and named for the
Declaration of Independence’s first signer John
Hancock. the forested pioneer community was
enhanced in 1835 when ULS. 40, the ~0Old
Mational Koad™ passed through the county’™s mid-
section — carrying wagons westward and live-
stock 1o market cities

Mowhere however, is that history, that her-
iage, better recalled than in Hancock County’s
museums, There, the pieces of our past are pre-
served and shared with visitors and residents
alike who vearn to know more about a young
America and this community's role in it

Consider the James Whitcomb Riley Old
Home, where the beloved “Hoosier Poet™ and
creator of such characters as “Little Orpham
Annie” and “The Raggedy Man™ spent his boy-
hood vears, gaiming the expeniences that would
later, through his works, propel him to the stage

besade the likes of his
good friend Mark
Twain. The Riley
Home and the adja-
cent Museum provide
many artifacts of
Riley™s life and nmes
and offer a glimpse
into the origin of his
literary genius.

Fhere's the Old Log Jail, whose nail-spiked
woden cells housed the outlaws of the 1850
through early 1870s and the Chapel in the Park. a
restored 1910 Century church. Both these muse-
ums house substantial collections of carly Indiana
artifacts from the prgneer days, through the Civil
War and into the 200 Century.

Histonic Fortville 15 home to Dolly Mama’s
expansive antique doll and toy museum and to
Dver Organ Works, housing an impressive col-
lection of elaborate wall-sized calliopes and
crank-operated mechanical organs, playing music
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from folded card mechanisms

Sing on the county hne, Shirley 1s the site
for *Dr. Wilson's Office: A Country Doctor
Muscum,” where the world of early rural medi-
cine and s practitioners is well preserved and
the Shirley Bailroad Museum, recalling the days
of the locomotive when steam ruled the rails,

Whether vou spend just a few hours or several
days touring our mus¢ums, vou'll be surprised
how much there is to see and learm about our her-
itage and the development of Central Indiana
right here in Hancock County - the Heart of the
Crossroads
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